
Creative Schools Fund
Grant Guidelines 2019-2020



Ingenuity believes Chicago has a once in a generation opportunity to make change 
within the arts on a scale that matters.

Our mission is to ensure that every CPS student, in every grade, in every school has 
access to the arts as part of a well-rounded education.
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The Creative Schools Certification survey results determine whether 
schools are eligible for grants

Eligible for 
Creative Schools Grants

Not Eligible for Arts 
Essentials or CSF Funding

CSF Overview



Creative Schools Grants

Up to $10,000 

Grants must forward one of three distinct 
goals:

1. Fill a gap in arts instruction via partnership with an arts 
organization:

– Arts education need & plan to address

– Effective, collaborative, creative use of partner org.

2. Make the arts more sustainable in the school:

– Inspire lasting benefits, with an emphasis on 
professional development, curriculum-building

– Increase access to the arts for students; progress along 
Certification continuum or maintain progress already 
achieved

– Sustainability = arts program maintains its value and 
scope even in the face of changes in school staffing 
and/or funding – i.e., the arts are woven into the fabric 
of the school

3. Develop innovative models that can be replicated in the 
district:

– Comprehensive and cohesive strategy for arts ed.

– Degree of innovation or evidence base

Creative Schools Grants



Who Can Apply?

Eligibility

The Creative Schools Fund supports schools that have made initial and essential 
investments in the arts. To apply for a grant from the Creative Schools Fund, a 
school must have the following:

• Participation in the Creative Schools Survey in the 2018-19 school year

• A Principal-nominated Arts Liaison 

– nominate your AL at this site: bit.ly/ArtsLiaisonNomination

• Staffing in keeping with recommended ratios:

– For schools with more than 350 students, a minimum of one full-time 
certified or endorsed arts instructor; an additional certified or 
endorsed arts instructor per every 350 additional students

– For schools with less than 350 students, a minimum of a part-time 
certified or endorsed arts instructor

– Schools without any arts staffing may not apply

• Schools must adhere to CPS policies related to working with arts 
organizations and ensure the presence of a certified instructor in the 
classroom. 

• All participating arts organizations must have current partner profiles on 
www.artlookPartners.com and an active CPS vendor number at the time of 
submission.

Creative Schools Fund

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc7irik5DeZl9m_a37oXLudNHexa7420dg1LndYg8jB-CqkFQ/viewform


What Can Grants Support?

Eligible Activities

• In-school-time arts programming provided by an 

arts partner

• Out-of-school-time teacher planning and/or 

peer-to-peer learning

• Consulting support and teacher non-instructional 

extended day pay to:

– engage in teacher professional development 

and skills-building

– build new or enhance existing arts curricula

– Plan and implement arts integration efforts

• Field trips and experiential arts learning

• School performances, exhibitions and events

• Additional materials, supplies and technology for 

arts learning

• In rare cases, capital improvements – but these 

must have facilities sign-off to be eligible

Creative Schools Fund

Funds may not be used to support projects that replace 
arts instruction provided by a certified or endorsed 
classroom teacher or arts specialist, out-of-school time 
arts programs (ex. after-school), or CPS teacher salaries.



Changes Since the 2018-2019 Grant Cycle

Policies and Practices
 Beginning in 2020-

2021, schools must 
maintain or improve 
their certification score 
in order to receive 
another grant after 2+ 
consecutive years.

 Arts Partners must 
have an active vendor 
number in order for 
the applying school to 
be eligible for a grant. 

 Leadership Awards will 
not be offered this 
year.

Budget & Spending
Increased vetting for capital expenditures – facilities sign-off.

Budget categories are now aligned with CPS Chart of 
Accounts - and funds will be loaded into the relevant budget 
lines, rather than transferred by clerks from a single budget 
line.  Spending guidelines for you to share with your clerk will 
be issued with the grant.

Working with Arts Organizations:

 Purchase Orders MUST be opened before services may be 
offered in the school.

 We encourage schools to buy supplies rather than have them 
purchased by arts partners – unless the supplies are unique to 
the program (ex. Mosaic tiles for a mosaic program).

Creative Schools Grants



New System: Submittable replaces Wizehive

Direct Link
Click on this link to apply:

https://ingenuity.submitt
able.com/submit/b88676
29-007b-4683-9df7-
f427ec7f9583/creative-
schools-fund-application

The link can also be found 
on the Ingenuity web site 
by going to the Creative 
Schools Fund home page 
and clicking ‘apply’

Link through Ingenuity Site

cxx

Creative Schools Grants

https://ingenuity.submittable.com/submit/b8867629-007b-4683-9df7-f427ec7f9583/creative-schools-fund-application
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Follow Link to Sign Up
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You do NOT Need to Personalize Account or “Stay in Touch”
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Check your Email to Validate It
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Begin your Application…
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Select Your School ID from Drop Down Menu
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Explain Whether Your School Meets Arts Staffing Ratios
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After Completing Narrative, Submit! 



Arts and education experts review 
applications and make recommendations to 
the Ingenuity Board. The review committee 
strives to award grants to:

• the strongest applications that meet the 
criteria for each type of grant

• schools in all CPS Networks, with some 
priority to Networks that are under-
resourced in the arts

• schools at all Creative Schools 
Certification Categories (1-4) and of every 
type (elementary and high schools; 
neighborhood, Contract, Charter, 
Options, ISP, etc.)

• proposals representing all artistic 
disciplines, with some priority on those 
disciplines that are under-represented in 
the district at large

• applicants with demonstrable school-
based arts leadership



Deadlines for 2019-20 Application

Important dates to remember:  

July 29, 2019

Application portal opens

October 11, 2019

Grant application due

December 16, 2019 – Jan 2, 2020

Grant recipients and arts partners notified

For technical assistance through the grant cycle, the best way to contact us is over email:

csf@ingenuity-inc.org

tf@ingenuity-inc.org

egc@ingenuity-inc.org

Important Dates & Deadlines

The grant period for the 2019-20 cycle is 
January 2  – June 30, 2020. 

All grant activities must conclude by the end 
of the 2019-20 school year.

mailto:csf@ingenuity-inc.org
mailto:tf@ingenuity-inc.org
mailto:egc@ingenuity-inc.org


Information/Questions?

csf@ingenuity-inc.org

tf@ingenuity-inc.org

egc@ingenuity-inc.org

www.ingenuity-inc.org
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